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ARE THERE REALLY 33 CRORE DEVATAAS (GODS) IN HINDUISM? 
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33 Koti referred to in the above context means 33 Types NOT 33 Crores. Koti in Sanskrit 
means type, category and crore. In terms of numbers, 1 crore = 10 million. 

Reading 33 Koti here as 330,000,000 is Avidyaa (made-up knowledge, figment of 
imagination) about the pristine Sat Sanatan Vedic (Hindu) Dharma. It is a universally 
acknowledged fact that (1) Sanatan Dharma stands firmly grounded on the teachings 
of the Vedas, and (2) the Vedas form a corpus of knowledge revealed by Eeshvar (God) 
to the human species at Creation. 

In Sanskrit, a single word has numerous meanings, and the meaning of any word has 
to be looked from the contextual perspective. An example is "saindhav" which means 
salt and horse. 

What would be the reaction of any normal person sitting for lunch who requests for 
saindhav and is presented with a horse? 

What would be the reaction of any normal person going for leisure and requests for 
saindhav and is salt is presented to him? 

THE VEDAS AFFIRM THAT EESHVAR (GOD) IS ONE-AND-ONLY ONE. 

“...Ekam Sad-Vipraa Bahudhaa Vadanti" (RigVeda 1.164.46) affirms that Indra, Mitra, 
Varuna, Agni, Garuda... are all the names of the One-and-Only Eeshvar (God); each of 
these names depicts one of the many characteristics, actions and attributes of 
Eeshvar; and Nowhere does the mantra refer to "the many paths..." 

“Bahudhaa vadanti" which give rise various questions needs to be understood in its 
context: Ekam, One-and-Only; Sat, existent; Vipraa, the learned; Bahudhaa 
(numerous); Vadanti (call), thus the learned persons call the One-and-Only Existent 
Eeshvar (God) by numerous names. 

UNDERSTANDING THE CONCEPT OF 33 KOTI DEVATAA 

"Yasya Trayastrinshad Devaa Ange Sarve Samaahitaa..." (Atharva Veda 10-7-13) is 
unequivocal: Trayastrinshad Devaa, i.e. 33 Devatas or thirty three divine elements or 
benefactors (devaas or devataas). 



These are explained by Yajnavalkya in Chapter I, hymn 9, verse 2 of the 
Brihadaaranyaka Upanishad: 

Eight (8) Vasus; Eleven (11) Rudras; Twelve (12) Adityas; Indra; and Prajapati. 

• The 8 Vasus are: Earth, Water, Fire, Air, Ether, Moon, Sun and Star. They are called 
Vasus, because they are abode of all that lives, moves or exists. 

• The 11 Rudras are: ten (10) Praanas or nervure forces of the human body [Praano, 
Apaano, Vyaano, Somaana, Udaana, Naog, Kurma, Krikal, Devadutta & 
Dhananjaya) and Aatmoo, the soul. These are called 'Rudras' because death occurs 
when they leave the body and the relatives and friends of the deceased cry. 

• The 12 Adityoos are: twelve months of a year, so called Adityaas, they cause the 
lapse of the term of existence of each object or being. 

• Indra which is also known as the (all-pervading) electricity (energy), as it generates 
great force. 

• Prajaapati, also called "Yajna”, benefits mankind by purifying air, water, rain and 
crops as well as aids the development of various arts, and in it the honor is 
accorded to the learned and the wise. 

Eeshvar (God) alone is to be worshipped as the Supreme Benefactor who is the master 
and sustainer of these 33 Devatas, and as such is called Mahadeva. (Shatapatha 
Brahmana). 

Note: Mahadeva is NOT a separate entity, it is another name describing one of the 
many aptitudes of the one-and-only Eeshvar (God) - as sustainer of the divine 
elements/benefactors/devaas in the universe. 
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